Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 90 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.072; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
In the title salt, [Ni(C 12 H 14 N 6 O) 2 ](CF 3 SO 3 ) 2 Á2H 2 O, the Ni II cation is located on an inversion centre and is coordinated by six N atoms from two tridentate 1-methoxy-2,2,2-tris(pyrazol-1-yl)ethane ligands in a distorted octahedral geometry. The Ni-N distances range from 2.0594 (12) to 2.0664 (12) Å , intra-ligand N-Ni-N angles range from 84.59 (5) to 86.06 (5) , and adjacent inter-ligand N-Ni-N angles range between 93.94 (5) and 95.41 (5) . In the crystal, inversionrelated pyrazole rings are -stacked, with an interplanar spacing of 3.4494 (18) Å , forming chains that propagate parallel to the a-axis direction. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are present between water molecules and trifluoromethanesulfonate anions.
Related literature
Pyrazole-based tridentate ligands are drawing more attention because of their topology and nature of donor atoms, see: Paulo et al. (2004) ; Bigmore et al. (2005) . For the ligand synthesis, see: Maria et al. (2007) . The compound reported here was prepared as part of our ongoing research effort to study nitrogen-donor tridentate scorpionate ligands coordinated to nickel, see : Lyubartseva et al. (2011 : Lyubartseva et al. ( , 2012 ; Lyubartseva & Parkin (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 12 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998 ); cell refinement: SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: DENZO-SMN (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008b ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008b) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008b) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL2013. The described structure was studied in continuation of on-going studies (Lyubartseva & Parkin, 2009; Lyubartseva et al., 2011 Lyubartseva et al., , 2012 owing to interest in pyrazole-based tridentate ligands (Paulo et al., 2004; Bigmore et al., 2005 
1-Methoxy-2,2,2-tris(pyrazol-1-yl)ethane ligand was synthesized according to the previously published procedure of Maria et al. (2007) . Nickel trifluoromethanesulfonate was used as received. Ni(OTf) 2 (358 mg, 1 mmol), 1-methoxy-2,2,2-tris(pyrazol-1-yl)ethane (258 mg, 1 mmol) and NEt 4 CN (312 mg, 2 mmol) were suspended in a mixture of methanol (20 ml) and water (10 ml), and stirred for 30 minutes. The resulting solution was filtered and solvent was slowly evaporated in air. Light-pink crystals were obtained after 3 weeks (294 mg, 64.6% yield). Elemental analysis, calculated for C 26 H 32 F 6 N 12 NiO 10 S 2 : C 34. 34, H 3.55, N 18.48; found C 34.64, H 3.40, ): 3624, 3487, 3145, 2920, 1615, 1523, 1410, 1388, 1340, 1323, 1257, 1225, 1199, 1164, 1105, 1069, 1059, 1028, 1010, 973, 919, 854, 755, 674, 653, 635, 602, 572, 516. 
Refinement
H atoms were found in difference Fourier maps. Water hydrogen atom coordinates were refined freely, but with U iso (H) values set to 1.5U eq O water . All other H atoms were placed at idealized positions with constrained distances of 0.98 Å (RCH 3 ), 0.99 Å (R 2 CH 2 ), 0.95 Å (C sp2 H), and with U iso (H) values set to either 1.2U eq or 1.5U eq (RCH 3 ) of the attached atom.
Computing details
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998 ); cell refinement: SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008b ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008b) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, ); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008b) .
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Figure 1
View of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Unlabelled atoms are related to their labelled counterparts by inversion (1/2 -x, 1.5 -y, 1 -z). 
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